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MTUC Affiliated Branches   
ASLEF Longsight • ASLEF Manchester Piccadilly • BECTU North West Freelance • BFAWU Manchester • 

CWU Manchester Combined • Equity Manchester & District  Variety Branch VBN6 • NAPO                

Manchester • NASUWT Manchester • NUJ Manchester &  Salford • NUT Manchester Teachers           

Association • PCS British Council • PCS DWP  Cheshire • PCS DWP West Pennine and Oldham • PCS 

EHRC Manchester • PCS DfT North West • PCS MoJ Manchester & Salford • PCS Ofsted • PCS DWP 

Manchester & Salford • RMT Manchester South • TSSA Lancashire and Cumbria General • UCU MMU • 

UCU University of Manchester • UNISON AQA • UNISON Manchester Community and Mental Health • 

UNISON MMU • UNISON South Manchester Hospitals • UNISON Transport for Greater Manchester • 

Unite Central Manchester University Hospital • Unite Greater Manchester Community Branch • Unite 

Greater Manchester Social Action Branch, NW/0515  • Unite Manchester Social Action #3 Branch, 

NW/88 • Unite Manchester Construction Branch, NW/0604  • Manchester Public Services and Local 

Government • Unite National Blood Service • Unite NW/55 Fujitsu North West • Unite NW 389 • Unite 

NW/0538 Liverpool Branch • Unite Stagecoach Hyde Road • Unite Stagecoach Sharston • Unite      

Manchester Retired Members Branch, NW/102999 • USDAW Fallowfield K021  

 

Executive Attendance 2015 
The period reported on is from the 2015 AGM in February to the January 2016 AGM. There have 

been 11 Exec meetings in that period. There is no data available for September. 

DELEGATE UNION POSSIBLE ATTENDANCE ATTENDANCE 

Geoff Brown UCU 11 4 

John Clegg Unite Community 11 9 

Liam Curless UCU 11 5 

Tony Dale USDAW 11 0 

Alex Davidson PCS British Council 11 8 

Glen Feeney NUT Manchester 3 1 

Edward Garner PCS MOJ Greater Manchester 11 7 

Lynne Hodge Unite Fujitsu 11 2 

Chris Jones Unite 11 9 

Jane Lee Unison MCMH 12 0 

Margaret Manning Unite Not For Profit 11 1 

Chris Marks PCS DWP Cheshire 11 6 

Chris McBride Unite Community 11 4 

Marilyn McCarthy BFAWU 11 6 

John Morgan NUT Manchester 8 2 

Sam Naylor PCS British Council 11 0 

John Puttock PCS DWP Manchester & Salford 11 4 

Paul Rafferty Unison AQA 11 6 

Chris Rea NUJ Manchester & Salford 11 9 

Maurice Shaw PCS EHRC 11 10 

Tony Short Unison TFGM 11 9 

Dave Vincent PCS MOJ Greater Manchester 11 10 

George Waterhouse RMT 11 2 

Annette Wright PCS DWP Manchester & Salford 11 9 

Iain Wright PCS DWP Manchester & Salford 11 8 

Shaun Yates PCS MOJ Greater Manchester 4 2 
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Our team of officers has worked extremely hard 

during the year on a variety of projects. Everyone 

has shown commitment and enthusiasm. All our 

officers are lay branch chairs and secretaries in 

their own unions and it takes a lot of commitment 

to the trade union movement to do so much work 

in their own time, take on responsibility        

whenever it is required and give a lead to the 

Trades Council.   

Our Executive has become more active with more 

of its members taking on responsibilities. We 

have debated lots of issues, disagreed many times 

but always come to an acceptable position and       

progressed fraternally.  

Our team work and comradeship was particularly 

apparent at our Manchester May Day Festival 

where everyone played essential roles to ensure 

the event ran smoothly, and at the 10th October 

TUC demo against austerity and for workers’ 

rights, where our efforts in the build up to the 

event and on the day itself ensured we had a high 

profile.  

Our Executive members have taken on delegate 

positions with TUC and affiliated organisations, 

run stalls, organised leafleting sessions, carried 

our banner and sold our ‘Join a Union’ t-shirts. 

Some members are already involved in planning 

events for next year and all are publicising the 

Trades Council as we do our other trade union 

work. Thanks to everyone on the Exec for their 

input this year.  

But there would be no Trades Council without the 

affiliated trade union branches and other bodies 

that form the mass base of our organisation.  

 

Affiliation subscriptions give MTUC the financial 

clout to carry out its work. The delegates who  

attend Council meetings, debate, propose motions 

and vote on MTUC activities are the democratic 

sinews of our organisation. Forty-one branches 

representing more than 20,000 trade unionists 

are presently affiliated to MTUC. We always want 

to recruit more unions to MTUC but we should 

never forget that we are a powerful voice for 

Manchester workers. 

I cannot talk about 2015 without mentioning the 

election of Jeremy Corbyn as leader of the Labour 

Party.  

This has been a momentous event for the labour 

movement and for MTUC it has meant that        

despite having delegates who supported various 

political parties we have been able to come to a 

unanimous consensus that we support Jeremy 

Corbyn’s leadership, and his appointment of John 

McDonnell as Shadow Chancellor.   

The years to come are going to be extremely  

challenging for the working-class. Resistance to 

the worst that this cruel system can throw at us 

requires the collective effort of all progressive 

people.  

Trades councils are here for trade unions and 

communities and it is essential that we do every-

thing we can to defend us all whether we are in 

work, out of work or cannot work. It is a privilege 

to lead Manchester Trades Union Council. Thanks 

to everyone who has been involved with this 

wonderful organisation in 2015.  

Annette Wright, President,  
Manchester Trades Union Council  
  

 

Welcome to Manchester Trades Union Council’s 2015 Annual 

Report. This has been a significant year for MTUC, a year 

which has seen us raise our profile in the movement, host a 

successful May Day event and work closely with many trade 

unions, individuals and organisations. Manchester is a trade 

union city and we have put forward the case for active trade 

unionism at meetings, rallies and marches, on social media 

and on local television.   
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Finance Report 

Manchester Trades Union Council remains in good financial health which has enabled it to play a key role in 

the various campaigns that are recorded elsewhere in this report.  

2015 saw significant changes to the way that the May Day Festival is organised but due to the generosity of 

unions and other fundraising channels it covered its costs and we are now in a position to develop the event 

further in 2016.  

Higher than usual costs for admin and equipment are due to MTUC investing in items of equipment such as a 

lap-top and a PA system that enable us to facilitate and support events more effectively. Such expenditure is 

not likely to be repeated on the same scale each year.  

Whilst the merchandise (the ‘Join a Union’ t-shirts) is showing as a loss, a large amount of t-shirts remain in 

stock and it is expected that in 2016 the costs will be recovered and a surplus generated to re-invest in more   

t-shirts and other merchandise. If you would like a t-shirt please contact secmtuc@gmail.com stating which 

size you require (S-XXL).  

The money raised for the Alf Morris memorial will be transferred to the North West TUC who are holding the 

bulk of the funds raised for the purchase of a stained glass window for the Mechanics Institute.  

The affiliations figure covers affiliation to Unite Against Fascism, HOPE not hate, the Mechanics Institute, 

Greater Manchester Hazards, Greater Manchester Association of Trades Union Councils, and the Middle East 

and North Africa Solidarity Network. 

The accounts will be presented to the Annual General Meeting subject to the auditors’ report. 

Tony Short, Treasurer 

Manchester Trades Union Council Accounts January-December 2015 

  SAVINGS CURRENT ACCOUNT MAY DAY ALF MORRIS GENERAL 

 Jan-15 £1,404.78 £5,223.06 £100.00 £0.00 £5,123.06 

 Dec-15 £5,004.78 £4,980.10 £1,287.15 £200.00 £3,492.95 
Accruals at Dec-
15  £0.00 (-£2,163.00) (-£22.00) (£0.00) (-£2,141.00) 

Debtors  £0.00 £131.60 £50.00 £0.00 £81.60 

Balance  £5,009.40 £2,948.70 £1,315.15 £200.00 £1,443.55 

       

  INCOME EXPENDITURE TOTAL 
ACCRUALS/
CREDITORS BALANCE 

Affiliated unions  £3,768.86 £0.00 £3,778.86 £81.60 £3,860.46 

Affiliations   £0.00 £210.30 (-£210.30) (-£50.00) (-£260.30) 

May Day  £4,041.11 £2,753.96 £1,287.15 £28.00 £1,315.15 

Events  £208.00 £40.00 £168.00 (-£425.00) (-£257.00) 

Alf Morris  £200.00 £0.00 £200.00 £0.00 £200.00 

Donations  £0.00 £220.00 £220.00 £0.00 £220.00 
Admin and 
equipt  £0.00 £1,037.74 (-£1,037.74) (-£1,326.00) (-£2,363.73) 

Merchandise  £530.00 £825.00 (-£295.00) £0.00 (-£295.00) 

Publicity  £500.00 £703.03 (-£203.03) (-£340.00) (-£543.03) 

Total  £9,247.97 £5,790.03 £3,467.94 £2,031.40 £1,436.54 
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Manchester May Day Festival 
The 2015 Manchester May Day Festival was a great success. Hundreds of 

people attended the march, rally, workshops, exhibitions and entertain-

ments through the course of the day and it gave activists in the city and 

trade union officials the opportunity to make links with each other while 

having an interesting and entertaining experience. The event was spon-

sored by the NW TUC, trade union solicitors and insurance providers and 

thirteen trade unions. We were pleased to welcome a variety of local       

campaigning groups and organisations and an impressive roster of guest 

speakers.   

The day began with a short rally and march to the Mechanics Institute, the 

building where the Manchester and Salford Trades Council convened the 

first meeting of the TUC in 1868. Events and activities then kicked off that 

celebrated trade unionism and internationalism, remembered our history 

and focused on the challenges that face us today. A well-attended rally with 

prominent trade union speakers in the afternoon led to an evening of     

music, theatre and socialising. Plans for 2016 are well under way.  

National TUC Demo 
The TUC ‘No to Austerity, Yes to Workers’ Rights’ march and rally at the   

Tory Party Conference on 4th October was a huge demonstration of trade 

union strength in the city.   

More than 60,000 people attended the demo, a significant increase on the 

corresponding demo in 2013. We put a lot of effort in building for the march 

including joint leafleting sessions with trade unions outside relevant      

workplaces around the city.  We held a number of planning meetings for   

local activists and we got agreement from the city council to have a banner 

welcoming the TUC outside the Town Hall. We had a stall by the start of the 

march with our distinctive ‘Join a Union’ t-shirts.   

The march took an unusual format with the rally going on as people went 

past. We had secured agreement from the TUC that we could address the 

march but unfortunately some of the other speakers took so long that we 

missed our opportunity. Thanks to the People’s Assembly for then letting us 

speak at their rally. We held two meetings, one on the eve of the march addressed by our Secretary Alex      

Davidson, Ian Hodson president of the BFAWU, Hannah McCarthy from the University of Manchester            

Students’ Union and Matt Wrack, General Secretary of the FBU, which was well attended with good debate, 

and another post-demo event for local trade unionists.  

Social Media 
We now have nearly 1,000 followers for our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/TUCManchester and 

we have a page for our May Day Festival which presently has around 500 followers at www.facebook.com/

ManchesterMayDayFestival 

Our Twitter account @TUCManchester has around 5,000 followers, a huge number for a UK trades council.  

Our followers include the TUC, national trade unions, general secretaries and MPs. Our solidarity tweets to 

workers on strike are regularly re-tweeted and we regularly provide Twitter coverage for events in          

Manchester. We are working with the Communication Workers Union and others to improve the social      

media profile of trade unions in Manchester and build Manchester’s reputation as #TUCity  
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The Trades Council Year 

January 

9th Still the Enemy Within screeningy 

February 

6th President spoke at ManVCam rally at             
Manchester Town Hall 

14th Mental health cuts protest at Manchester 
Town Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21st Fast Food Rights day. 

March 

6th Anti-cuts meeting. 

21st President spoke at Mary Quaile Day. 

28th Secretary and Vice President went to North 
West TUC. 

29th Anti-devolution demo. 

April 

15th Fast Food Workers day of action. Members of 
the Trades Council joined activists from the BFAWU 
and other unions and campaigns to demonstrate 
and leaflet outside fast food  retailers such as   
Burger King and Starbucks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 

2nd Manchester May 
Day Festival – rally 
speakers include FBU 
General Secretary Matt 
Wrack and the BFAWU’s     
Ian Hodson. 

 

 

12th President spoke at People’s Assembly meeting. 

   

  30th Secretary spoke at         
  student NHS demo and       
  National Gallery demo  
  outside Manchester Royal          
  Infirmary and the Whitworth    
  Art Gallery. 
 

 

June  

13th National Trades Council conference, Crewe. 
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July 

29th Public speaking workshop for Exec. 

August 

28th Supported LGBT Labour event. 

29th Attended Manchester Pride and started 
leafleting for October demo. 

 

September 

2nd Leafleting with PCS. 

5th Leafleting in Market Street. 

12th Stall at Wigan Diggers – MTUC ‘Join a Union’      
t-shirts on sale. 
14th Leafleting with PCS and Unite Community. 

16th Leafleting with RMT. 

18th President on That’s Manchester Big Debate. 

19th Leafleting with USDAW. 

20th Leafleting with BFAWU. 

26th Leafleting at MRI. 

October 

3rd Pre-demo rally – speakers included Matt Wrack, 
FBU, Ian Hodson, BFAWU and Hannah McCarthy, 
NUS. 
 
4th Demo at Tory conference – President spoke at  
People’s Assembly rally, stall at start of demo, post-
demo meeting. 

                             The Trades Council Year 

 17th Attended NW TUC right to       
 strike meeting, Secretary spoke at   
 UCU meeting. 
 
 23rd Secretary on That’s  
 Manchester Big Debate. 
 

 

  November 

  7th Secretary attended NW Trades Council              
  conference, Unison mental health meeting. 

  25th Screening of Still the Enemy Within at                
  University of Manchester Students’ Union. 

 

December 

2nd Launch of Rights at Work at University. 
 
4th Minutes Secretary on That’s Manchester Big        
Debate. 

 
 11th Vice President on That’s Manchester Big           

 Debate. 
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Manchester UWC 
Manchester Unemployed Workers’ Centre (MUWC) 

began the year continuing to provide a drop-in service 

at the Moston Miners Club, which we ran until March.  

We reviewed our experience at Moston and            

highlighted a number of key issues including: 

 The need to have deep working knowledge of 

the area you are operating in. 

 The importance of promoting the service you 

are providing as widely as possible in the area.  

 The value of linking up with local people and 

community groups if possible.  

 The importance of informing local elected     

representatives (Councillors and MPs ) about 

the service you are providing in their area. 

Over the summer we provided a series of welfare 

rights training sessions for a number of volunteers. 

Some of them came from the Trades Council and some 

from GM Unite Community Branch. 

Our next service was based at St Cuthbert’s Church 

Hall in Withington. The sessions ran for twelve weeks 

but there was very little response despite acting on 

the lessons learned from the Moston experience and 

carrying out intensive leafleting actions.  

One possible reason for this could have been that the 

local housing association (Southways) had a welfare 

rights team of four staff, a rent officer as well as      

specialist staff who deal with tenants’ issues. 

In the wake of the Withington experience, we will   

undertake a mapping exercise to identify what city 

wide welfare rights provision is available across the 

city. We will also think about developing a referral 

system whereby professionals could recommend 

UWC to potential users.  

There is a potential gap for training to help people get 

back into employment following  discussion with rep-

resentatives from a not-for-profit organisation in 

south Manchester. This issue has been brought to the 

attention of trainers at Unite the Union office in       

Salford and a meeting has been organised for early 

2016. 

Key decisions that need to be taken in 2016 include 

potentially working in partnership with other          

organisations. More information at         

www.facebook.com/manchesteruwc 

John Clegg, Secretary, MUWC 

GMATUC 
Greater Manchester Association of Trades Union 

Council (GMATUC) is the county body to which MTUC 

affiliates.  

We played a full and active role in GMATUC this year.  

Six Executive members attended its meetings as      

delegates and we had the position of delegate to the 

National Trades Council Conference.   

Our motions were put forward to national                

conferences by the county and we actively supported 

its activities against the Trade Union Bill and for a 

Greater Manchester referendum on Devo-Manc 

among other things.  

We look forward to working closely with GMATUC in 

the coming year to coordinate May Day events over 

the bank holiday weekend. 

Greater Manchester Hazards Centre 

MTUC is affiliated to the Greater Manchester Hazards 

Centre, part of a national network of Hazards Centres 

and other health and safety groups which campaign 

nationally for safer workplaces. Since 2012 it has been 

funded solely through donations and affiliations due 

to government cuts to local authorities. 

GMHC runs the secretariat for the Hazards Campaign, 

organises the annual Hazards Conference and          

resources and promotes International Workers’       

Memorial Day  on the 28th April every year, including 

the local rally at the People’s History Museum. 

Greater Manchester Hazards Centre hosts the          

Asbestos Victims Support Group which provides    

confidential, free advice and support to sufferers of 

asbestos related diseases and their families. 

The Centre also runs Manchester Area RSI Support 

and Action Group (MARSAG) which helps people    

suffering musculoskeletal problems related to work, 

and Bereaved by Work (BbW) which helps the       

families of those killed by work activities.   

Over 20,000 workers per year are killed because of 

their work yet the HSE provisional estimates for 

2013/14 were at 133. This is because HSE figures  

only account for fatalities at the workplace, not those 

who die of work-related conditions. Hazards has    

produced a briefing note putting HSE figures in con-

text. More information at www.gmhazards.org.uk                         

Tony Short, Greater Manchester Hazards lead 
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HOPE not hate 
The General Election was the main focus of the HOPE 

not hate’s campaigning activity in 2016. There was 

significant leafleting in Heywood and Middleton as 

part of a nationwide campaign which successfully  

focused on UKIP target seats.  

Although UKIP did win four million votes after 

months of media promotion, they were tipped to do 

much better and actually lost one of their two parlia-

mentary seats, with Nigel     Farage himself losing. 

This was in no small part due to HOPE not hate’s 

campaign.  

There was also some  targeting of local elections,    

including activity in north Manchester. HOPE not hate 

also ran a national campaign to increase voter         

registration. 

Since the General Election there has been a focus on 

combating division through community-based       

campaigning. 2016 may be the opportunity to          

establish this approach in Manchester.  

More recently HOPE not hate has raised money and 

material resources to support refugees from Syria 

during the recent crisis.  They have also produced a 

recent report on the global Islamophobia movement 

‘Counter-Jihad Movement, from the margins to the 

mainstream’. This highlights the political targeting of 

Muslims. They have also promoted activity in the light 

of the Paris attacks that pulls communities together. 

HOPE not hate has recently run a campaign opposing 

the anti-trade union bill and provided supporters with 

tools to help them lobby against it.  

They have also been affected by the Gagging Bill and 

have shifted to a membership-based model, with 

membership only £1.00, to allow them to directly  

contact supporters.  

The Gagging Bill limits what can be sent to general 

public in election periods. The membership model 

places such communication outside the restrictions of 

the Bill.  

HOPE not hate continues to monitor, challenge and 

expose  the far right on all levels. In 2016 there will be 

a focus on local elections in respect of UKIP. For more 

information or to sign up as a supporter for £1.00,  

visit www.hopenothate.org.uk 

Tony Short, HOPE not hate delegate      

Manchester Pride 
Manchester Trades Union Council worked with       

representatives from the TUC, Unison and Unite to 

ensure a prominent trade union presence at the 2015           

Manchester Pride festival.  

We agreed with our colleagues that it was important 

that the festival should have a political dimension and 

that Pride’s success didn’t mean that there should be 

an undue emphasis on corporate interests, especially 

given the festival’s radical political origins. 

We had a positive meeting with Pride's organisers, 

including Chief Executive Mark Fletcher, and agreed 

on a programme of events with a trade union/political 

theme.  

These included a screening of the film Pride and a 

public meeting organised by LGBT Labour, both at 

Friends Meeting House.  

There were trade union stalls in the lifestyle              

exhibition at the festival itself and MTUC and other 

trade union groups were well represented on the 

march. 

MTUC banner on 2015 Pride march 

Despite some initial apprehensions about the appetite 

for involving trade unions and explicitly political    

interests in the event in a prominent way, we found 

that Pride’s organisers were very open to such          

initiatives and only lack of time prevented a bigger 

and bolder trade union presence at the event. 

The key to building on the work we did in 2015 is to 

engage earlier with Pride’s organisers to ensure the 

best possible representation of trade union interests. 

Chris Rea, Manchester Pride lead 

http://www.hopenothate.org.uk/
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Wigan Diggers Festival 
The Wigan Diggers Festival is a free open air event commemorating the 

life of Gerrard Winstanley and the 17th Century Diggers movement, so 

called because they farmed on common land, believing in economic 

equality and common ownership of the earth.  

Every September trade unionists, socialists and environmentalists 

come together in the centre of Wigan to celebrate, make music and   

discuss political ideas. MTUC had a stall at the festival, giving out our   

leaflets and promoting our own May Day Festival. We had a good     

turnout of our delegates and we introduced our ‘Join a Union’ t-shirts 

which sold very well. This year’s event packed an extra political punch 

as news of Jeremy Corbyn’s triumph in the Labour leadership contest 

came through just as the festival was getting underway. 

We are now working with the Diggers who are going to help with our 

outdoor events at the 2016 May Day Festival. After just four years the 

festival has become an important event for trade unionists in the North 

West. If you haven’t been, come and see us there next year. 

More information at www.wigandiggersfestival.org 

 

Fast Food Rights 
This campaign has moved on significantly the last year, with a full-

time BFAWU official now devoted to organising workers in the sector 

and a Greater Manchester Fast Food Workers branch established. 

There were three major campaign days in 2015, all of which were 

marked in Manchester. February's National Day of Action saw a well-

attended demonstration stop outside a number of outlets in the city    

centre and some new contacts made with workers.  

The Global Day of Action on 15th  April saw local activists join protests 

across the world with McDonalds' UK head office in Salford becoming 

the focus. Activists were back there again in November, as part of   

another Global Day of  Action. 

BFAWU also held a party at Moston Miners club where workers had the opportunity to see videos of           

successful campaigns elsewhere and to have a live web chat with activists from the $15 dollar/hour campaign 

in America. After the webchat the night moved on to live music and comedy.  

The focus of the campaign has developed from leafleting outside fast food outlets, in particular Burger King in 

Piccadilly Gardens, to identifying potential members to help build membership from within workplaces. 

Manchester Trades Union Council has supported this campaign at every opportunity, including the setting up 

of an e-mail address and phone number to go on business cards for workers who are unable to talk to the  

union on site.  

This is a really important campaign supporting some of the most exploited workers in the economy and   

Manchester Trades Union Council will continue to support it going forward and hopefully extend it to other 

sectors.  

More information at https://fastfoodrights.wordpress.com 

Tony Short, Fast Food Rights lead  
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National Trades Council Conference 
MTUC made a significant intervention at this year’s 

conference in Crewe with our President speaking on 

a range of motions. Most important for us was the    

carrying of our motion stating opposition to the   

Devo-Manc devolution deal signed by council      

leaders in Greater Manchester and the Tory       

Chancellor George Osborne.  

Delegates from around the country were  interested 

to hear how undemocratic the process had been, 

how it does not amount to a real devolution of    

power and how it is actually the devolution of      

central government cuts.  

Remembering Alf Morris 
Many of the rights and freedoms disabled people   

possess today are born out of the pioneering            

legislation Alf Morris steered through Parliament 

back in 1970. Alf Morris transformed people’s lives 

both in Britain and around the world. Following his 

death in 2012, Manchester Trades Union Council has 

been working with other organisations to develop a        

programme of activities to commemorate him. 

MTUC’s main focus has been on a new stained glass 

window to be placed in the Mechanic's Institute as a 

permanent memorial to Alf. The North West TUC has 

successfully raised all the money required to          

commission a window by the same artist who has  

created other windows in the same building. The   

University of Manchester Students' Union is working 

with the MTUC on a competition to establish a        

winning design by one of their students. The        

winning design will be unveiled at an event later in 

the year.  

The University of Manchester is arranging an           

inaugural Alf Morris Lecture which is intended to be 

a regular event commemorating his achievements 

by focusing on different aspects of disabled living. 

A longer-term project is for a commemorative          

accessible walk in Wythenshawe Park, part of the  

constituency he represented for so many years. The 

project is being championed by the current MP, Mike 

Kane. We expect 2016 to be just as busy a year and 

look   forward to keeping people updated as the   

different projects progress. Thank you to all    

branches and unions that donated to the window 

appeal. 

Tony Short, Alf Morris Memorial lead 

Unite Against Fascism  
While the magnificent support for refugees that has 

mushroomed during 2015 has strengthened anti-

racism, the last twelve months have seen repeated 

efforts by fascists to regroup and to exploit the anti-

immigrant racism still being churned out by             

politicians and the media. While the centre of their 

efforts in the North has been Rotherham, they have 

also been active in the North West.  

Fascist mobilisations have included the English       

Defence League rally in central Manchester on 7th 

March. Unite Against Fascism helped organise an open 

letter signed by 35 religious and political leaders and 

mobilise 500 counter demonstrators. This was        

followed by a counter-mobilisation against the        

National Front three weeks later. 

Greater Manchester UAF helped organise getting   

people to Liverpool on 15th August 2015, against the 

so-called 'White Man March' in central Liverpool. A 

counter-demonstration was organised the following 

Saturday in Piccadilly Gardens against the National 

Front, North West Infidels and Combat 18. 

On 10th October in Preston 450 counter demonstra-

tors challenged some 40 North West Infidels, NF and  

EDL with the police showing strong bias in support of 

the fascists. 

The Friday before the TUC 4th October demonstration 

in Manchester, UAF supported a Love Music Hate   

Racism gig at the Rebellion Club, Manchester and 

helped with the Love Music Hate Racism bus on the 

march itself.  

The wave of Islamophobic attacks following the            

killings in Paris on 13th November, including the     

attempted attack on Finsbury Park mosque on 4th   

December, shows the need to sustain unity against 

fascists.  

Upcoming events include the UAF national conference, 

Saturday 6th February 2016 and the UN Anti-racism 

Day demonstration in London, 19 March 2106. This 

follows UN Anti-racism day demonstrations in 2014 

and 2015 and the huge ‘Refugees Welcome’       

demonstration 12th September 2015 on which Jeremy       

Corbyn marched, his first action following his election 

as Labour Party leader that day.  

More information at www.uaf.org.uk  

Geoff Brown, UAF delegate  

http://uaf.org.uk/2015/11/un-anti-racism-day-demonstration-march-19-2016-london/
http://uaf.org.uk/2015/11/un-anti-racism-day-demonstration-march-19-2016-london/
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MENA Solidarity  
The ongoing reaction across the Middle East has meant that 2015 has been     

another difficult year for the movements which came out of the Arab uprisings  

of 2010 and 2011. Resistance continued with strikes in Egypt’s largest factory in 

Mahalla al Kubra in October and a strike wave in November. 

During 2015 MENA Solidarity has organised support for those fighting              

repression. A solidarity conference in February saw 140 people exploring        

resistance and solidarity in the Middle East. Speakers from Morocco, Bahrain, 

Egypt and Syria discussed topics as diverse as sectarianism and counter-

revolution, workers’ struggles and the battle for social justice, and prospects for 

Palestinian liberation.   

Hundreds joined lively protests against the visit of Egyptian president Abdelfat-

tah al-Sisi to the UK. Cameron’s red carpet welcome for Egypt’s military dictator 

sparked two days of demonstrations on 4th and 5th November, uniting trade unionists, arms trade campaign-

ers, students and Egyptian activists in opposition to the visit.   

MENA solidarity took part in the TUC demonstration in Manchester on 4th October and has also supported the 

campaign against the British government’s backing of the Bahrain government with military assistance        

including the re-establishment of a naval base and arms sales.  

More information at  http://menasolidaritynetwork.com 

Geoff Brown, MENA Solidarity delegate   

North West TUC Annual Conference  
The 2015 Conference took place on 28th March at the Winter Gardens in Blackpool. MTUC Executive produced 

two statements  – ‘The North West Economy’ and ‘The North West Needs a Pay Rise’ – both of which were 

agreed. Twenty-one resolutions were debated and passed without controversy save one submitted by Unison 

(Devolution in a Context of Austerity: Seizing the Opportunities, Avoiding the Threats) which was an attempt 

to weaken a previous resolution agreed by the NWTUC Executive. It was opposed by the Greater Manchester 

Association of Trade Union Councils who had an amendment to strengthen the motion. Following a debate the 

GMATUC amendment was carried with support from the Unite, PCS and RMT delegations and the amended 

resolution was carried. Papers are available in the Trades Council office in the Mechanics Institute. 

John Clegg, NWTUC delegate  

People’s Assembly 
Opposition to Austerity has been the focus of the People’s Assembly and MTUC in 2015. More than 500 people 

attended the People’s Question Time events and 900 the Music Beats Austerity gig at Academy 2. Other events 

in 2015 included TTIP: Building the Fight-back, Assembly on the Housing Crisis and the Save our NHS picnic.  

The People’s Assembly led a creative writing workshop at the May Day Festival and held a day of action on 

Market Street after the General Election results came through. Manchester People’s Assembly organised coach 

transport for around 800 to the national demonstration in London in June. In July work began on organising 

the ‘Take Back Manchester’ campaign in response to the Tory conference in October. Weekly meetings, street 

campaigns and a robust presence at Pride and Wigan Diggers ensured a powerful build-up to the mass action 

that took place on and around the conference.   

The march and rally on 4th October was one of the biggest and boldest demos in Manchester’s history. The 

People’s Post rally with Jeremy Corbyn the following night drew 8,000 people. November saw a rally in       

support of the Junior Doctors at Manchester Cathedral and a lively ‘Nightmare Before Christmas’ pre-budget 

stunt that attracted much local and national media attention.  

Maurice Shaw, People’s Assembly delegate  


